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REMARKS 

This Amendment addresses the issues raised by the Examiner in the 
Final Office Action mailed December 19, 2005. Initially, Applicants would like to 
thank the Examiner for the careful consideration given this case and for the 
allowance of Claim 1. In view of the above amendments and the following remarks, 
Applicants feel that all outstanding issues have been addressed and prompt 
allowance of all remaining claims is respectfully requested. 

Allowed Claim 1 

In the Office Action, the Examiner indicated that Applicants' 
arguments with respect to the Claim 1 were persuasive and that Claim 1 is allowed 
over the prior art of record. See Office Action at 4. Applicants appreciate the 
Examiner's reconsideration of this issue and are interested in issuing the patent 
application according to Claim 1, 

Through the above amendments, Applicants have attempted to bring 
each of the remaining independent claims in line with the allowed Claim 1. Since 
all of the claims now carry at least the distinguishing features already accepted by 
the Examiner (with respect to Claim 1), each and every remaining claim is in 
condition for final allowance, and prompt notice to such effect is respectfully 
requested. 

Specifically, the Examiner indicated that independent apparatus 
Claims 9 and 23 do not recite that the device is "untethered" from the surface for 
purposes of providing power and control signals to the device "within the body of the 
claim." Although the term "untethered" previously only existed in the preamble of 
these claims (see, e.g. , Claim 23), Applicants believed that this was an active claim 
limitation because it defined elements that appeared within the body of the claim. 
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However, in order to bring this prosecution to a successful conclusion, 
Applicants have amended both Claims 9 and 23 to include the distinguishing 
limitations already existing in allowed Claim 1- Clearly now, the device provides 
both power to and control of the work tool through onboard supplies rather than 
through the use of a tether. Through these amendments, each of the independent 
claims is of a similar scope and distinguishes from the prior art in at least the ways 
indicated with respect to allowed Claim 1. Therefore, each and every claim is in 
condition for final allowance. 

Claim Rejections S 103(a) 

Through the above amendments, Claims 9 and 23 have been brought 
in line with allowed Claim 1, and each of the remaining claims now distinguishes 
over the cited prior art in at least the same ways as Claim 1. The rejection has 
therefore been mooted by these amendments* 

The above claim amendments and accompanying remarks address 
each and every concern raised by the Examiner in the Office Action. Applicants 
believe that all remaining claims of the present invention are now in condition for 
final allowance. If the Examiner feels that any issues remain outstanding, the 
Examiner is encouraged to contact Applicant's attorney at the contact information 
below. 



-8- 



PAGE 12/12 * RCVD AT 4/19/2006 5:04:36 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/21 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:412 288 3300 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-50. P 



